["Entrapped" popliteal artery: pathology and pathogenesis. Report of 7 cases with review of the literature].
In this study, the author reports on the pathological aspect in seven cases of "entrapped" popliteal artery. Alterations observed were similar to arteriosclerotic changes. The pathologic aspect is not specific. The physiopathogenic mechanism of this arteriopathy is similar to that of the chronic vascular compression syndrome due to pre-existing anatomic abnormalities, such as the thoraco-brachial outlet syndrome of the subclavian artery. Chronic compression of the popliteal artery is considered as a localized microtrauma of the arterial wall.